Cultivation of brewer's rice “Yamadanishiki”

with natural farming in Aso region
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Aso region spreads around one of the world’s largest
caldera stretching 18 km from east to west and 25 km
from north to south. In addition to the grasslands
maintained by field burning (Noyaki) in March, the
landscape and agriculture in Aso region have been
featured by the abundant and clean spring water. The
spring water permits rice production inside Aso region
and supplies water resource to the downstream basin
including Kumamoto City. The water has been, however,
polluted by chemical fertilizer and agricultural chemicals.
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The rice produced by Kita Ikiiki Club contains less than 7%
of protein, while most brewer’s rice in Japan (including
Yamadanishiki) contains more than 8% protein. The low
content of protein permits the brewers to produce pure
tasted Sake. So, their rice is sold at. twice the price of
standard rice
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Rice for edible use
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Several groups of able famers in Aso region attempt
organic or natural farming to reduce pollutant source to
the water. Kita Ikiiki Club is one of such farmers’ group.
They produce a high quality variety of brewer’s rice,
Yamadanishiki, with natural farming. They do not apply
any fertilizer (organic or inorganic) or agricultural
chemicals.
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Farmers of Kita Ikukl Club visit a member S paddy fleld to brush
up their farming technique.

The worthwhile challenge for environment conservation
and high profitability attract son and heir of the farmers
in the village. While the cool climate of Aso region
suppresses the damage by pest and insect in the natural
farming of rice, a big problem is weed control. Without
using herbicide, the members of Kita lkiiki Club spend
much time and labor to the weed control by machine or
hand. Thus, several new tools for easy weeding are
examined in the paddy fields.
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Student of
Tokai University
Trying a new
easy method
for weeding
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