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Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage
Systems in China
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Congjiang Dong's Rice-Fish-
Duck System, China (2011)

Congjiang County is a mountainous area located in Qiandongnan Miao

and Dong Autonomous Prefecture, Guizhou Province, China. The ethnic
minorities living here are Miao, Dong, Yao, Zhuang, Shui, Yao and so on.

Dong's Rice-Fish-Duck System

The Rice-Fish-Duck system has a long history in Congjiang county. Rice-
Fish-Duck agro-ecosystem is a unique mode of production and land use
developed by Dong people on the basis of long-term probing given limited
natural conditions. This approach effectively saves land resources and
achieves a natural three-dimensional agricultural system, which eases the
conflict between human and natural resources, and provisions multiple
goods and services. This system serves as a reference for other areas with
similar patterns.

Xianghe Glutinous Rice

Xianghe glutinous rice is one of the high-stalk round-grained glutinous rice.
It is fragrant, highly nutritious with dispersed plant type, weak tillering
ability, small fertilizer tolerance, high lodging risk, strong stress resistance,
long and thin stalks, and high percentage of productive tillers.

Traditional Knowledge and Farming Culture

Rice-Fish-Duck agro-ecosystem has a long history with strong local and folk
characteristics. Rice, fish and ducks are symbols used in many traditional
folk activities. For example, in sacrificial activities, villagers must use the
newly harvested rice, fish and duck to offer sacrifice to ancestors; Dong
also use glutinous rice, fish and duck to show hospitality to honorable
guests and at traditional festival banquets. Fish and ducks can also be seen

on Tong people’s clothing and accessories.




